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1. Genepal.

Tt appears that subject report would not be a sound besls for a
current study of Commmism in the }Middle East.  Many trends which were
developing during the period 15 July-30 September have not matured and
in some ingtances have been roversed by events during the past two months.

2. Greece.

While 1t is true that the Tito-Cominform split put both KKE and
Tito (with respect to continuing eid to the guerrilles) in difficult
positions, Yugoslavie hes not cul off supplies from Markos. On the con-
trary, the detarminntion of Yugoslavie to go elong with Albania and
Bulgaria in the Creek metter hag been clearly indlcated by the Yugoslav
stand in the recent Evatt reconciliation talks in Paris. Furthermore, 1t
i3 not 1ikely that the split had eny direct bearing on the ocutcome of the
Grammos battle. The guerrilla escape route wes entirely through Albania,
end the guerrilis defeat wes not caused by lack of supplies.

Subject study appears to put too much weight on the one report that
the Cominform has notified KKE to £ind a penceful solution to the Oreek
rroblem. The Cominform may heve been concerned that lMarkos! menpower
reserve 1s rumning low, but guerrilla current recruilting efforts show a
deternmination to contimue the strugple amd are obtaining a significant
degree of success., So far, guerrilla atiempts at "conciliation” are probe-

ably no more than propegands designed to weaken the Greek will to resist,

In spite of mmerous reports of the exletence of independent Slavo-
Mocedonian units, no such units have been identified in operation since
1946, These units are probebly only peper organigetions or else training
or resexrve cadres in Yugoslavia, Further, it 1s not believed that one of
KKE's reasons for seekling peace is the growth of nationalist sentiment
amongst Communist lesders as & result of the Macedonien question. Just
vhat sort of deel KKE has made with the satelllites concerning the disposition
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of Macedonia is an important question which has not yet besn answersd,
However, those Greck Commmists who were most nationalistic (Zevgos, Siantos,
Berldrdjis, etc.) have long been dead; the surviving leaders are inter-

nationally minded and can probably keep the rank and file from erystel~
lizing any ideas on this perticular problem,

While 1t is true that party organizations in the towns were especially
repceved for inactivity (see Zacharlades! "All to Arma, A1l for Victory")
and have been reorganized, the reorganization has not yet borne fruit.

Tt 1z mislea to that
The

perty has 11ttle or no influenoe .on the GSEE exoept possibly in some
local units. There bave been numsrous strikes, but these wers legitimte,
ag it were, and few if any were protracted bayond their ammoumeed
duration of a few hours or a day.

3. Cyrrus.

~ Apart from one highly immrobable report concerning srms traffie
between Cyprus and Rhodes, we have received no definite information on
an in:;'eaae in arms held by the AKEL, although an inorease is entirely
possible, ‘

The penelty for the pdsaeaaion of explosives has been increased to
6 months, which under the cireumstances can searcely be called *heavy.*

The additional threat to the security of Cyprus represented by the
11,000 Jews in M#armnent camps should certainly be mentionsd,

4o Areb States.

Hed wo been asked to comment on this report two months ago we would
have had 1ittle oriticlam to meke of its general conclusions, tany
trends which were developing during the period 15 July-30 September, how-
ever, have not matured and in some instances they have been reversed
by events during the pest two months,

There does not appear to have been any basic reorganisation of
Commnist strategy in the Areb states' area. Solod, Soviet Minister
%o Lebanon end alleged leader of Communist forces in all the Araeb states,
has recently returned to Beirut., He may have brought bteok with him plans
for a deolalve change in Commmist strategy, but there hes as yot been
no evidence of such & change,
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The increase in Commmmist pressure in Jrpg during the sumer months
hes not contimued. Aside from continued unrest in the Kurdish areas, the
Traql Commmists appear to have lost ground. Contiming instability,
occasloned by the Palestine issue and economic and finaneisl difficulties,
hes resulted in a gradusl shift to the political right. The "0ld Guard"
politicians, such as Nuri Said, are slovly returning to power, and increas-
ingly etringent measures sgainst the Commmnists and other left-wing groups
are being instituted. The recent voluntery dissolution of the National
Democratic Party is a measure of the declining influence of leftwidng

gnbnps in Iraq.

In Jarack, in spite of the success achieved by Soviet representatives
in penctrating the Russlan Orthodox Church, the indigenous Commnists
bave had a nmumber of setbecks. Mapem (left-wing socialist party) twrned
doun the Pelestine Commmist Party's bid to present & combined slate of
candidates in the coming 25 Jamury elections. Through the active inter-
ference of the Provisional Govermment of Israel, the labor monopoly held
by the Areb Communist lebor union in Nagareth is in the process of being
broken. .

During the UNESCO Conference in Lebanon, Commnist activitles were
severely curtailed, and after the demonstration before the UNESCO Con-
forence building, Mistepha el Arie, Lebenon's leading Commmist, wes
placed under arrest, In general, Commmists in both Syris and Lebanon
appear to have been unable to take eny pertlculer advantage of the
increasing political and economic difficulties facing these two ocountrieg.

Ve have no evj_.dehce thet Cormuniats have infiltrated m or any
other of the Peppian Gulf Shelkhdong

La in Syria and Lebanon, Commnists in Epypt appeer to bave been unahle
to teke advantage of inereasing internel instability. They were not
significantly involved in eny of the rocent disturbances in Cairo.

In Trjpolitenis the "Italian Folitical Association for the Progress
of Libya®" is now believed to be Commmist,

5. JXren.

There is no evidence to worrant the supposition that the Soviets
are curteiling the operations of their owm agencies in Iran in the bellef
that the Tudeh Party is movw in a position to supplant Soviet officials
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in the matter of spreading pro-Soviet propegands and Soviet influence,
The memorandum presented by the Tudsh to the Prims Minister shortly after
the departure of the Soviet Ambassador merely ropeats demands previously
made on Iranian govermments by Iranian leftists and ty the Soviets and
was undoubtedly inepired by the latter. The Soviets will, hovever, make
full use of the resurgent Tudeh, which 1s considered their chief instru-
ment in Iran, and will support it by every practicable means, inecluding
finaneial.

We heve never oongidered the return of numercus Soviet diplomatic
and consular officlals to the USSR last summer as a permanent withdrawal
or reduction of staff. Several of these officiale have returned to
Iren, and in some instances congular -ataffs have been expanded. Moreover,
the Rumanian Embassy recently opened in Tehran has e mmber of Moslems
on its staff and 1s suspected of being charged with carrylng out the work
of the Cominform in the ares.

Although some of the Soviet commoreclal agencies have curtailed their
offlclal operations and many members of their steffs have returned to the
USSR, these measures are probebly temporary, and it is believed that the
clandestine actlvities of these agencies are belng contimied. Acoording
to recent reportas, Soviet agente are inoreesingly active emong the Kurdish
tribes in Rorthwestern Iran,

The considersble movement of Soviet diplomatic, congular, and commercial
representatives to the USSR during the summer oan probebly be attributed
tot () grants of leave; (b) summonses for consultations in the Kremlin,
possibly concerning a new Soviet poliey in the Middle East; (o) the recall
of incompetent or unrelisble personmnel; and (d) diminished trede between
the USSR and Ira.no
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